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<Abstract>
Reading the Text of Matthew 2:9

in the Context of Ancient Astronomical Languages

Woosik Hyun
(Hoseo University)

This interdisciplinary study explores the meaning and translation of Matthew
2:9 from an ancient astronomical perspective. With respect to the Greco-Roman
astronomy as well as astrology around the first and second centuries, we
understand the text is characterized by (1) év 18 avatorfy, (2) mpofiyev, and (3)
€otafn. In terms of a star, we rediscover the usage of the Greek terms by
analyzing the proper documents including Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblios, and then
discuss the implications of astronomical approach and translation.

Regarding the Matthean magi as observers of the star, we assert that (1) év tf
dvatorf] could be defined as a heliacal rising, (2) mpofiyev as a retrograde
motion, and (3) €otabn as a stationary motion. The results could imply and
demonstrate a new translation: “the star which the astronomers had observed at
its heliacal rising did retrograde before them until it came to do a stationary

motion over the place where the child was.”





